
IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
For the Church: For the church in its ministry of service and healing a generation 
where it meets little understanding. For acceptance of each other as members of the 
flock of Christ. For our bishops, especially Bishop Genieve Blackwell. For the growth, 
strength and confidence of our Parish. For our neighbouring parishes in Preston, 
Fitzroy and Collingwood. For our work following the Royal Commission. For the 
search for a new Dean of Trinity Theological College. 
For the World: For an understanding of leadership that presidents and politicians 
are shepherds for their people. For the governments of the USA, Russia, North 
Korea, Israel, Palestine, Syria, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Iran and Yemen. For peace in 
Jerusalem. For the United Nations and for all skilled in the art of diplomacy. For 
refugees. For those refugees formerly held on Manus Island and Nauru. For the 
Muslim communities of Myanmar. For the emerging governments in Zimbabwe and 
South Africa. For the Australian Parliaments. 
For the Community: For the work of the Royal Commission into the banking and 
financial industries. For agencies of welfare and material aid. For the homeless and all 
seeking access to community and public housing. For our hospitals and nursing homes. 
For the Sick: Our prayers are asked for: Jill, Ann, Joseph, Dorothy, Gary, Ron, 
Jeffrey, Jan, Vera, Martha, Joyce, Jude, Trish, Russell, Domenico and Gavin. 
For the Departed: We give thanks for the life Ross and of those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time: Blanche Balaam, Laura Peake, Beryl Rappaport, John 
Housden (Bishop), Win McLaughlin, Iris Allen, Gordon Finster, Margaretta Adams and 
Alan Carolane. 
 

A WEEK OF WEEKS 
Almost as soon as the Christian Easter made its appearance in history, it presented 
itself as a feast that went on for fifty days.  All the days of the fifty-day period were to 
be celebrated "with great joy"; according to Tertullian, they comprise a single feast 
day, and according to Saint Iranaeus it is a feast day "with the same import as Sunday."  
Whereas the Jewish Pentecost was a harvest feast and one commemorating the 
covenant and was assigned to the fiftieth day after Passover, the Christian Pentecost 
was originally a period of fifty days during which each day had the same value and 
function.  The mystery of the Resurrection was here celebrated in all its aspects and 
implications.  It is worth noting that while the Greek text of Acts speaks of the day of 
Pentecost in the singular (Acts 2:1), the Latin text, which reflects ecclesial usage of the 
fourth century, puts the word in the plural: Dum compleretur dies Pentecostes, "When 
the fifty days were completed." The privileges attaching to the Lord's Day were 
extended to the fifty day period of Easter: during this time people prayed standing, and 
fasting was prohibited.  So too the entire period was "the most felicitous time for 
administering baptism.  Somewhat as Sunday was the first and the eighth day, so the 
"great Sunday" constituted by the fifty days of Pentecost opened with the day of the 
resurrection and continued through eight Sundays. It was therefore an octave of 
Sundays and "a week of weeks.” The emphasis on the octave of Sundays underscores 
the “last days” character of the fifty-day Easter period.  St. Basil writes: Pentecost 
reminds us of the resurrection which we await in the other world.   
The Liturgy & Time - Martimort & Ors

  

   

Prayers and Readings for 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

(Year B)  
22 April, 2018 

9.30 am, 11.00 am, 5.00 pm 
 

Introit Hymn:  392 At the dawning of Salvation 

Psalm: 23 
Gradual Hymn:  543  God’s Paschal Lamb 

Offertory Hymn: 560 All my hope on God is 
founded 

Doxology (St James) 368 v.5  
Dismissal: As printed  

t.458 TIS 
O Christ, the gate to life  

 Sermon The Vicar. 

 
 

Opening Sentence: 
“I am the good shepherd,” says the Lord. “I know my own and my own know me.” 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Jesus, good shepherd of the sheep, by whom the lost are sought and guided into the 
fold:  feed us and we shall be satisfied, heal us and we shall be whole, and lead us that 
we may be with you, where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
“I am the good shepherd,” says the Lord: “I know my sheep and mine know me.” 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Prayer of the week 
God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant:  make us perfect in every 
good work to do your will, and work in us that which is well-pleasing in your sight; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. .  



FIRST READING: 
Acts 4: 5 – 12   
The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas 
the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 
family. 7 When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By 
what power or by what name did you do this?”  8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders,9 if we are questioned today 
because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man 
has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that 
this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11 This Jesus is the 
stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone. 12 
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among mortals by which we must be saved.”  
 
THE PSALM: 23 
Response: The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want. 
 
1. The LORD is my shepherd, therefore can I lack nothing.  He makes me lie 

down in green pastures; and leads me beside still waters; he shall refresh my 
soul and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.  

 
2. Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for 

you are with me; your rod and your staff — they comfort me.  
 

3. You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; you 
have anointed my head with oil; and my cup shall be full.  

 
4. Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 

will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.  
 
SECOND READING 
1 John 3: 6 – 24  
My brothers and sisters, 16 We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us — 
and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17 How does God’s love abide 
in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet 
refuses help? 18 Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 
action. 19 And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our 
hearts before him 20 whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our 
hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we 
have boldness before God; 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask, because 
we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his 
commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love 
one another, just as he has commanded us. 24 All who obey his commandments 

abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 
Spirit that he has given us.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
“I am the good shepherd,” says the Lord: “I know my sheep and mine know me.” 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
THE GOSPEL 
John 10: 11 – 18 At that time Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand, who is not the 
shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep 
and runs away — and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 The hired hand 
runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14 I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me 
and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep 
that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 
voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves 
me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from 
me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
 
THE POST COMMUNION SENTENCE  
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
  



 
DIARY FOR THE WEEK 

22 April 2018 – 29 April 2018 

4th Sunday of Easter  
 

 9.30 am Sung Eucharist – St James  

 11.00 am Sung Eucharist – All Saints 

 5.00 pm Holy Eucharist – St Paul’s 

Wednesday  12.30 pm Parish Lunch 

Thursday  10.30 am Holy Eucharist – St James 

5th Sunday of Easter  
 

 9.30 am Sung Eucharist St James  

 11.00 am Sung Eucharist – All Saints  

 5.00 pm Holy Eucharist – St Paul’s 

PARISH NEWS 

We welcome all who share with us in our service today. If you are new to our 
Church, please sign the Visitors Book in the Narthex/porch and introduce yourself 
to the welcomers on duty. Coffee is served after the Service in the Narthex at St 

James, in the Meeting Room at All Saints and before the service in the Church  
at St Paul’s. Please join us. 

 

Next Sunday’s readings – Easter 5 
First Reading: Acts 8: 26 – 40 Psalm: 22: 26 – 32 
Second Reading: I John 4: 7 – 21 Gospel: John 15: 1 – 8 
 

OIL FOR REFUGEES 
We are collecting cooking oil for refugees in 2018 to support the work of David Spitteler 
and his team at The Asylum Seekers Centre in Dandenong. Oil may be left in the narthex 
at St James and at All Saints. 
 
CORPUS CHRISTI CELEBRATIONS 
St. Peter’s Eastern Hill will be hosting an inter-parish celebration of Corpus Christi on 
Thursday 31 May at 6:15pm which will consist of a Mass and Eucharistic procession 
followed by refreshments. 
 
BROTHERHOOD STORE – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The Community Store at All Saints is running short of volunteers and Jackie has asked if 
there are any church members who could spare some time to help out as volunteer staff. 
Training and support provided, of course. The Store is a friendly place with plenty of 
customers and you are encouraged to support our BSL partnership in this way. Please 
contact Jackie Kehoe, Manager, at snorthcote@bsl.org.au or on 9489 6183 during Store 
hours. 
 

ST MARK’S FITZROY PATRONAL FESTIVAL 
We are invited to the Saint Mark’s Day celebrations at Fitzroy Parish, George Street.  On 
Wednesday 25 April with Solemn Mass at 5.30 pm followed by a catered spit roast 
dinner. The cost of the spit roast is $29 a head. If you could let Fr Ken know the numbers 
of actual attenders by the end of next week that would be great.  
 
THE AUSTRALIAN CHURCH UNION FILM AFTERNOON 
Details of ACU invitation to a screening of the smash hit film GOD WILLING at ACMI Studio 
1, Federation Square on Saturday 5 May at 3:30 pm are in a flyer on the Notice Board in 
the Narthex at each church. 
 
TRINITY THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE – SEMINAR “BIBLICAL VALUES 
Tuesday 15 May at 7.30 pm Professor John Collins of the Yale Divinity School, Professor of 
Old Testament Criticism and Interpretation.  Will explore basic questions to, what we call, 
biblical values.  Old Warden’s Lodge, 100 Royal Parade, Parkville.  Free lecture, Book at 
ww.trybooking.com/342512 

THE GATE HYMN 
Tune St Clement TIS 458 

1. O Christ, the gate to life abundant,  
The source of courage, love and grace,   
You know each name, you call each 
person   
To live within God's close embrace.  
 
2. O Shepherd. Victim, risen Saviour, 
You conquered death and set us free. 
To follow you brings us to wholeness:   
Alive, fulfilled, eternally. 
 
3. Our sins absolved, our past forgiven,  
Our present rich with all you bring;  
O guide our future, lead us, teach us,  
Our Cornerstone, our God, our King.   

 

4. Though many tempting voices draw 
us  
To lives of pleasure, ease and choice, 
O call us louder, Shepherd, Saviour, 
And help us listen to your voice. 
 
5. You are the way, the truth, the life,  
With Father, Spirit, Three in One.  
O help us spread your love, your 
message 
And may your will be truly done.  
 

(Words: E. Braithwaite) 
Suggested tune: St Clement 

 
 

 


