
IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
For the Church: For the renewal of our baptism at Advent. For the prophets 
in common life who, like John Baptist, remind us of the moral life. For missionary 
agencies. For our bishops, especially Bishop Genieve Blackwell. For the growth, 
strength and confidence of our Parish and of our neighbouring parishes in 
Preston, Fitzroy and Collingwood. For the work of the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse and for the working through of its 
recommendations in all churches. For the work of the Anglican Board of Mission. 
For the World: For the rulers of nations that they may protect freedom and 
honour their citizens. For the governments of the USA, North Korea, Saudi 
Arabia, Iran and Yemen. For peace in Jerusalem. For all skilled in the art of 
diplomacy in situations of political tension. For refugees. For respect for human 
rights and the eradication of repression and torture. For those refugees formerly 
held on Manus Island and Nauru. For the Muslim communities of Myanmar. For 
the emerging government in Zimbabwe. 
For the Community: For agencies of welfare and material aid as Christmas 
approaches. For our neighbours and our friends. For the Victorian Parliament 
Inquiry into the Public Housing Renewal Program. For the homeless and all 
seeking access to community and public housing. For our hospitals and nursing 
homes.  
For the Sick: Our prayers are asked for: Barry, Dorothy, Gary, Ron, Jeffrey, 
Chris, Baby Zelda, Jan, Vera, Martha, Joyce, Jude, Trish and Gavin.  
For the Departed: We give thanks for the life of Noel Delbridge (priest), Hugh 
McCartney (priest), Patricia	Hall, Fred Liney and for the lives of those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time: Jane Le Vay, Stan Day, Colin Darbyshire, Mrs Turner, 
Charles Murdock 
 

ADVENT  
The name comes from the Latin, Adventus which means 'coming’, and refers to the 
return/coming of Christ of Christ. The name is given to the ecclesiastical season 
immediately before Christmas. In Western Christendom Advent Sunday, is the 
Sunday nearest to St Andrew's Day (30 Nov.). Four Sundays in Advent thus always 
precede Christmas Day. In eastern Christianity, Advent is a much longer season, 
beginning in the middle of November. Advent Sunday is also the day on which the 
ecclesiastical year begins. The first clear references to the season in the West come 
from the latter half of the 6th cent. In the Gelasian Sacramentary, Advent Collects, 
Epistles, and Gospels are provided for the five Sundays preceding Christmas and for 
the corresponding Wednesdays and Fridays. The Wednesday and Friday propers of 
the Mass remained in England until the Book of Common Prayer of 1549, Advent 
was formally kept as Lent was kept, but with less strictness. In the West fasting is 
no longer formally ordered, though festivities are discouraged and the solemn 
character of the season is marked by the liturgical use of purple (except on the 
Third Sunday, ‘Gaudete’, when rose-coloured vestments may be used) and, in the 
Roman Missal, by the omission of Gloria in Excelsis at the Sunday Masses. The 
season is observed as a time of preparation not only for Christmas but also for the 
Second Coming of Christ as Judge at the Last Day. 

 
 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT  
(Year B) 

17 December 2017 
9.30 am, 11.00 am, 5.00 pm Eucharist 

 
Introit Hymn:  270 On Jordan’s bank 

Psalm:   126 
Gradual Hymn:  264  Hark! a herald voice is calling 

Offertory Hymn: 607 Make me a channel of your 
peace 

Doxology (St James) 271 v. 6  
Dismissal: 217  Love divine, all loves excelling 
 Sermon The Vicar 

 
 

Opening Sentence 
Bind up the broken-hearted, proclaim liberty to the captives  and release to the 
prisoners, proclaim the year of the Lord’s  favour, the day of vengeance of our God.  
 
Prayer of the day 
Eternal God, you sent John the Baptist  to prepare the way for the coming of your Son:  
grant us wisdom to see your purpose  and openness to hear your will,  that we too 
may prepare the way for Christ  who is coming in glory  to establish his rule of peace 
and justice;  through Jesus Christ our Judge and our Redeemer,  who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit,  one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to 
bring good news to the poor. 
Alleluia, Alleluia Alleluia! 
 
Prayer for the week 
Almighty God,  you have made us and all things to serve you: come quickly to save us, 
so that wars and violence shall end  and your children may live in peace,  honouring 
one another with justice and love;  through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, who lives 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  



FIRST READING: 
Isaiah 61: 1 – 4, 8 – 11  
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has 
sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 2 to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favour, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion — to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 8 For I the 
Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9 Their descendants 
shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see 
them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 10 I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed 
me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. 11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is 
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to 
spring up before all the nations.  
 
THE PSALM 126 (Verses marked are for music setting only) 
Response: The Lord has done great things for us and we rejoiced. (or 
Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy.) 
 

1. When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.  

 
2. Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.” 

The Lord has done great things for us, we are glad.  
 
3. Restore our fortune, O Lord, like the waters in the Negeb. May those who sow 

in tears reap with shouts of joy.  
 
4. Those who go forth weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with 

shouts of joy, bringing the sheaves with them.  

SECOND READING 
1 Thessalonians 5: 12 – 28 
We appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labour among you, and 
have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; 13 esteem them very highly in love 
because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And we urge you, beloved, 
to admonish the idlers, encourage the faint hearted, help the weak, be patient with all 
of them. 15 See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to 
one another and to all. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in 
all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not 
quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise the words of prophets, 21 but test everything; 
hold fast to what is good; 22 abstain from every form of evil. 23 May the God of 
peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept 
sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls 
you is faithful, and he will do this. 25 Beloved, pray for us. 26 Greet all the brothers 
and sisters with a holy kiss. 27 I solemnly command you by the Lord that this letter 
be read to all of them. 28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring good news to the poor. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
THE GOSPEL 
John 1: 6 – 8, 19 – 28  
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. 19 This is the testimony given by John when 
the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He 
confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”21 And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” 
He answered, “No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer 
for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice 
of one crying out in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” as the 
prophet Isaiah said. 24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked 
him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one 
whom you do not know, 27 the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of his sandal.” 28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where 
John was baptizing.  
 
THE POST COMMUNION SENTENCE 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
  



DIARY FOR THE WEEK 
17 December 2017 – 24 ßDecember 2017 

Advent 3  9.30 am Sung Eucharist – St James  

 11.00 am Sung Eucharist – All Saints 

 5.00 pm Holy Eucharist – St Paul’s 

Thursday  10.30 am Holy Eucharist – St James 

Advent 4 
Christmas Eve 

 9.30 am Sung Eucharist St James  

 11.00 am Sung Eucharist – All Saints  

 6.00 pm Children’s Carol Service – All 
Saints 

PARISH NEWS 

Next Sunday’s readings – ADVENT 4 (Year B) 
First Reading: 2 Samuel 7: 1 – 11, 16	 Psalm: Song of Mary 
Second Reading: Romans 16: 25 – 27 Gospel: Luke 1: 26 – 38 
 

 
CHRISTMAS IN SOUTH DAREBIN PARISH 

Christmas Eve 
Sunday 24 December  at All Saints 
  6.00 pm  Children’s Carol Service 

 

     at St James’ 
  11.00 pm  Midnight Eucharist of  
     Christmas 
     (Christmas Music & Carols 
     from 10.30pm) 
   
    

Christmas Day 
Monday 25 December   at St James 
  9.30 am   Eucharist of Christmas Day 
     (Sung Service) 
 

     at All Saints 
  9.30 am   Eucharist of Christmas Day 
     (Sung Service) 
 

 
CHRISTMAS TREES 
Trees will be sold from the All Saints grounds each weekend in December.  Please 
consider purchasing from this sale as you begin to prepare for the celebration of 
Christmas in your home. Each year a portion of the proceeds of the sales is donated to 
All Saints. 
 
THE CLIFTON HILL FUND 
The All Saints Vestry has been exploring options for collaboration with St Philip’s and 
St Mark’s on ways to use some of the proceeds of this Fund to support local outreach. 
Our plans include hosting public forums on social justice issues such as housing and the 
environment, conducting environmental audits of our parishes and funding some 
research on the needs of our local communities. 
 
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 
This morning is the last day for tickets in the Christmas Raffle at St James. Joyce 
Kennard has overseen this endeavour in 2017 and the ticket sales have been very 
successful. The Raffle will be dawn after the Eucharist at St James this morning. Also 
among the prizes is the huge hamper donated by the Bluegum Quilters. 
 
OIL FOR REFUGEES 
We are collecting cooking oil for refugees in 2017 to support the work of David 
Spitteler and his team at The Asylum Seekers Centre in Dandenong. Oil may be left in 
the narthex at St James and at All Saints. 
 
CAROLS IN THE NURSING HOMES 
For many years now a group from the parish has visited the Hilltop and Arlington 
Nursing homes in Thornbury to sing carols. This year we have been invited to sing on 
Thursday 21 December.  We will meet at Hilltop Nursing Home at 2.00 pm on that 
day.  
 
PARISH RETREAT 
We have made a booking at the Cheltenham Retreat House (CHN) for a Parish 
Retreat on the Saturday before Palm Sunday, 24 March 2018.  Please note this date for 
your diary.  Members of St Philip’s would be welcome to be with us for the day. 
 
THE MELBOURNE ANGLICAN 
Copies of Diocesan Newspaper are available at the churches this morning.  
 


