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PROCESSIONAL HYMN (TIS 312) 
 

Once in royal David's city 
stood a lowly cattle shed 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor, despised and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 
And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love, 
for that child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 
 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him: but in heaven, 
set at God's right hand on high, 
when his children gather round 
bright like stars, with glory crowned. 

 
 Cecil Frances Alexander 1818-95 alt.  
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OPENING SENTENCE 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and 
truth. 
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
THE PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
Let us pray, 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and 
from whom no secrets are hidden; cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your Holy Name, through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Christ the grace of God has dawned upon the world with healing for all. 
 
Let us bring our weaknesses and infirmities to him, confessing our sins in 
penitence and faith, saying together: 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do:  
we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  
Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness 
of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 
pardon you (+) and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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THE PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS DAY   
Let us pray, 
God Most High, whose eternal Word chose a dwelling among us, that we 
might live in your presence: grant us a spirit of wisdom to know how rich is 
the glory you have given us, and how great is the hope to which we are called 
in the Word made flesh; who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please sit for the readings 
  
OLD TESTAMENT READING  
Isaiah 52:7-10 
 
How beautiful upon the mountains 
    are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
    who announces salvation, 
    who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
    together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
    the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9 Break forth together into singing, 
    you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the LORD has comforted his people, 
    he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 The LORD has bared his holy arm 
    before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
    the salvation of our God. 
 
For the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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THE PSALM: Psalm 98 

 
 
1. Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things. His own 

right hand and his holy arm have won for him the victory, 
 

2. The Lord has made known his salvation; his deliverance has he openly 
shown in the sight of the nations. He has remembered his mercy and 
faithfulness toward the house of Israel, and all the ends of the earth have 
seen the salvation of our God. 

 
3. Sound praises to the Lord all the earth; break into singing and make 

music. Make music to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the voice 
of melody. With trumpets and the sound of the horn sound praises 
before the Lord, the King. Let the sea thunder and all that fills it, the 
world and all that dwell therein. 
 

4. Let the rivers clap their hands and let the little hills ring out together 
before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. In righteousness shall 
he judge the world and the peoples with equity. 

 
EPISTLE READING  
Hebrews 1:1-4 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3 He is 
the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and 
he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having 
become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. 
 
For the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL HYMN (TIS 293) 
 

Unto us a boy is born, 
King of all creation: 
Cradled in a stall was He, 
The Lord of every nation, 
 
Cradled in a stall was he 
With sleepy cows and asses; 
But the very beasts could see 
That He all men surpasses. 
 
Now may Mary's Son, who came 
So long ago to love us, 
Lead us all with hearts aflame 
Unto the joys above us. 
 
Omega and Alpha He! 
Let the organ thunder, 
While the choir with peals of glee 
now rends the air asunder. 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
Good News and great joy to all the world; today is born our Saviour, Christ 
the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 
THE GOSPEL READING 
John 1: 1-14 
 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
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6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

For the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
THE SERMON 
At All Saints: Fr Ray Cleary 
At St James: The Revd Philippa Wetherell  
 
After a period of silence, all stand. 
THE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us, and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
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was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the  
Virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified. 
who has spoken through the Prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come.  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
Let us now pray for the world, for the church and for all in need. 
 
After each group of prayers: 

Come Lord Jesus, and in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 
The priest concludes the prayers with, 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 
Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace 
receive, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
All stand 
THE GREETING OF PEACE 
We are the body of Christ. 
His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
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The greeting is shared remaining in our places, acknowledging those around us. 
 
The table is prepared for the communion and the offering of the people is received. 
 
THE OFFERTORY HYMN (TIS 303) 
 

Hark! the herald angels sing 
glory to the new-born King, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all you nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem'. 

Hark the herald angels sing 
glory to the new-born King.   
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin's womb: 
veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail the incarnate Deity, 
pleased in human flesh to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel. 

Hark the herald angels sing … 
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings: 
mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more need die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. 

Hark the herald angels sing … 

Charles Wesley 1707-88 and others 
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The Priest prays 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have 
these gifts to share. Accept and use our offerings for your glory and for the 
service of your kingdom. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
...we proclaim your great and glorious name, forever praising you and singing: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest. 
 
... Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith; 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
... We worship you, Father, in songs of never-ending praise. 
Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body. 
For we all share in the one bread. 
AGNUS DEI 
 

 
 
The Priest continues 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Happy are we 
who are called to God’s table. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I 
shall be healed. 
 
The priest announces:  
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
This is the Lord’s table and all who seek God’s mercy are welcome. 
 
The communion is distributed in one kind.   
 
POST COMMUNION SENTENCE 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and 
truth. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of heaven, dwelling among us, we thank you for feeding us with this holy 
food. By your grace keep us ever faithful to your Word made flesh that as his 
body in the world we may bring your presence to all people. 
 
Most loving God, you send us into the world you love. 
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage in the power of 
your Spirit. 
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THE FINAL HYMN (TIS 304) 
O Come All Ye Faithful, 
joyful and triumphant, 
come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem, 
come and behold Him, 
born the King of Angels: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord! 

 
See how the shepherds 
summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, 
draw nigh with holy fear; 
we too will thither 
bend our joyful footsteps: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above, 
‘Glory to God, glory in the highest’: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father now in flesh appearing: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
 

THE BLESSING 
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, fill you with his grace to trust 
his promises and obey his will; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 
always. Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. 


